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NEWMAN – NULLAGINE ROAD 
Statement 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.27 pm]: I would like to discuss a couple of answers to the 
questions I asked today. The first question was to the Minister for Transport about the Mt Newman–Nullagine 
road. The answer to the first part of the question stated that a road audit undertaken in May 2009 based on a risk 
model developed by the Australian Road Research Board concluded that no sections of the route could be 
considered particularly hazardous, and, as such, it was considered by Main Roads WA that if drivers drive to the 
condition of the road, it is safe. That causes me concern. The main emergency services team for that area comes 
from Newman. Indeed, a number of my close friends for many years work in the emergency response team and 
they regularly deal with very bad accidents on that road. I have been informed by them that those accidents have 
been increasing over a period, particularly with the emergence of the mines at Yandicoogina, area C and the like. 
That stretch of road is about 150 kilometres from Newman up the Nullagine road. It has improved somewhat, 
because about 80 kilometres of the road has been sealed now, and then there are patches of sealed road after that. 

The single biggest issue for that road at the moment is the mixture of heavy mining equipment being transported 
along the road and road trains, which used to be seen seasonally during the muster, but now they travel along the 
road consistently. During the tourist season, particularly the grey nomad season, as it is referred to, there is a 
mixture of drivers on the road with various amounts of experience. The roads are very dusty. The rain in the 
Pilbara can be quite hard at just about any time of the year, although there is a distinct wet and a dry season. 
During the dry season, there are big downpours and the road conditions can change very quickly. When driving 
along that road, particularly during the first three hours after sunrise and the last few hours in the evening when 
the breeze drops off, there is a phenomenon called white-out. That is when there is no breeze to take the dust off 
the road. I am told that that is when most of the nasty accidents occur. Trucks that have been driving along the 
stretch of road between Nullagine and Roy Hill Station stop just before they reach the sealed road and are 
camouflaged by the white-out. That is when other cars run straight up the back of them at 60 kilometres or 80 
kilometres an hour. The trucks appear out of the dust and the cars either run into that back of them or swerve at 
the last minute and run off the road. 

I am not criticising the Minister for Transport, but I ask him to take up this matter with his department, 
particularly the risk assessment model that has been talked about. I could drive the minister up there. The driving 
conditions vary because of the weather and the type of transport that travels along the road. It would be hard to 
come to a conclusion that the road is not hazardous. I am not asking the minister to seal the road. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: What sort of treatment do you think is required there? I am more than happy to look into 
it. 

Hon JON FORD: There is a case for the mining companies, as part of their contribution to the state in 
exploiting those mines, to contribute heavily to sealing the road, particularly those parts that they use. That is my 
view. The mining companies told me that they did not use that road and that they used the sealed highway. 
Interestingly, when I was given a tour of the Yandi mine by a mining company, the mine manager drove straight 
up Nullagine road. That is one point that I would like to make in response to the minister’s answer. 

I recently asked a question of the Minister for Regional Development through the parliamentary secretary 
representing the minister. My following comments are directed to the Minister for Regional Development. I 
asked the minister whether regional Western Australians can assume that the government would not have 
proceeded with the health projects if it were not for the royalties for regions fund, and the minister provided a 
rather churlish answer. He said that it was impossible to speculate about what regional Western Australians 
might assume. It was a cheeky question because I was seeking an opinion. However, the minister said that all the 
proposals were under consideration but that they were not necessarily priority projects for the government across 
the state. He also said that royalties for regions funding provides a focus on supplementary funding and 
accelerating the capacity for projects to proceed. I was involved in the state election campaign in the regions and 
it was very clear to me what the National Party campaigned on with regard to royalties for regions. The National 
Party said that the royalties for regions funding was a dividend to be paid to regional Western Australians above 
and beyond what would normally be expected to be provided by government. Expenditure on hospitals is normal 
government expenditure.  

I cannot remember an example of extending a hospital in the Kimberley or announcing the building of a hospital 
in Port Hedland that was part of the regional investment fund; it was normal health expenditure. I make the point 
about these health facilities that nobody in the north west actually thinks that this is beyond the normal business 
of government. One has to ask: why now are the Nationals changing their tune? It is because the state cannot 
afford the current agreement. If they were to keep to that promise, the state could not afford it. I am very happy 
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that these projects are going ahead and I would like to be able to stand here and congratulate the Liberal Party for 
its initiative in supplying the funding, but the Nationals are arguing that if it were not for them they would not 
have gone ahead. I congratulate the Liberal government for funding these important regional projects, but I am 
telling members that the National Party is trying to perpetrate a sham out there, and everybody can see it. 
Royalties for regions in the form that it is being presented in the electorates now is nothing like what was 
promised to the people of Western Australia. It is a ludicrous and insulting position to take with the people of 
Western Australia that any government of the day would not fund essential services in health, education or 
police without the royalties for regions fund. It is a sham.  

The only criticism I would make of the government is that it sits there and allows the National Party to 
contaminate its budget with a subscript under a number of projects saying, “receiving royalties for regions 
funds”. I can tell members, from my understanding of the cabinet process, that if the government believes those 
services need to be delivered, it will fund them, not because some person is saying, “Let us put a royalties for 
regions badge on it”.  
 


